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The instant Amenciinent is filed in response to the Examiner' s 
action dated Decemberl 15^ 2003. Reconsideration is respectfully 
requested 

Claims 1-14 are <Eurrently pending. 
Claims 1-14 stana rejected 
Claims 7-9 and 14 have been amended 

I 

Claims 1-6 and 12-13 have been canceled without prejudice ► 
Claims. 15-16 have been added 



The Examiner has 
as being anticipated by Hori (US 
official action indicates that 



material including pbres or capillaries blocked over a limited 
thickness, thereby irherently creating an airtight barrier with 
the exception of the first end that allows ink to be applied on a 
writing surface. Tne Applicants respectfully submit, however. 



that the Hori referen 



::e does not 



element of amended base claims 7 



The Hori reference discloses 



rejected claims 1-14 under 35 0-S.Cp 102(b) 
? 3,864,183). Specifically, the 
the Hori reference discloses 



anticipate amended cjLaims 7 and ' 14 and the claims dependent 
therefrom. 



from filament tows. Specifically^ the Hori reference discloses a 

-5 

SrciNOWtTEM, SCHDWSIM, 
GAGNUBIK £ L£BCr/lCZ LLP 
m, (617) 542-2230 

Tax. (617) 4:>i-03i3 

PAGE7/13'RCVDAT3/1»2004 3:49:32 PM[EastemStandardTine]'SVR:USPTO-E^^^^^ 



describe each and every step or 
and 14, and therefore does not 



a method of producing a pen core 
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method in which a rod-shaped body 



filament tow that is molded under 



3, line 65 , to column 



In contrast, amended base 



treating a coherent 



bath 16 • As descrioed by Hori|, the rod-shaped body 15 is a 



4, line 20, 



ligh porosity elongate element designed to 



form a nib, including the step 



elongate element wit; 



element is a rod constituted by 'fibers that have previously been 



held together by a 



application) . 

The method disclosed in the Hori reference is therefore 



significantly different from the- 



For example, whereas amended 
impregnating an elongate element 

previously been held together by 



a binder to hold the 
recited . in amended claim 7 , Horil 
body under heat and compression* 
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15 passes through a liquid resin 



heat and compression (see column 



and Figs. 6-7, of Hori) . 
claim 7 recites a method of 



of continuously impregnating an 



1 a sealing bath, in which the elongate 



binder (sed: page 2, lines 28-33, of the 



method of amended base claim 7 - 
claim 7 recites continuously 
constituted by fibers that have 

a binder , the rod shaped body of 



the Hori device comprises no binder prior to undergoing the step 
of impregnation with liquid synthetic resin. Instead of employing 



fibers of t|he rod shaped body together, as 
inolds the filament tow of the 
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The significant 



differences 



Hori and the method recited in amended base claim 7 are further 
illustrated by reference to colli Kin 7^ lines 18-35^ of the Hori 



reference • Specifically, in the 



placed on ^UO", the 



periphery of the rod shaped body 



in the form of a hollow tube in Jits cross-section. In this case, 
the lines written by the Hori device are thick and the pen core is 



suitable for picture 
inner fibers were not 



drawing . 
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between the method disclosed by 



nethod of Hori, when the dial is 



resin content solidifies around the outer 



with a thickness of about 0.5 mm 



The lines are thick because the 



previously bound together by a binder. When 
the dial is set on ^^20" in the method of Hori, the resin content 
uniformly disperses akd solidifiefk' throughout the rod shaped body 



in its cross-section. In this case, the lines written by the Hori 

I' 

device are thin and the pen corf j is suitable for writing small 

the Hori device is operative to 



write small letters 
dispersed and solidif 
shaped body, the solic 


and characte 
led throughc 
lified resin. 


irs when the resin is uniformly 

\- 

jut the cross'-section of the rod 
lis clearly incapable of plugging 


1 

the pores or capillariies of the • 


Levice to create a substantially 


airtight barrier to 


h 

prevent iriiki solvent from evaporating or 


limitinqr the evaporati 


.on thereof, 1 


as recited in amended claim 7. 

11 
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Because the Hori 



step of r from an elongate elementji which is a rod constituted by 
fibers that have prieviously been held together by a binder^ 



continuously impregnating the . elongate element with a sealing 



bath, as recited in amended base jqiaim 1, the Hori reference does 

! I' 

not anticipate amended claim 7 and; the claims dependent therefrom. 



Because amended base claim 14j f similarly recites 



implemen't comprising 
that have previously 



ligh porosltly material constituted of fibers 



claims under 3S U. 
withdrawn. 

The Examiner has 
as being anticipated 
respectfully submit r 



and 14^ and therefore 



and the claims dependent therefrom'i! 



For example, the 
in which a sliver of 
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reference neither teaches nor suggests the 



writing 



been held jtpgether by a binder, the Hori 



reference also does not anticipate!' amended claim 14. Accordingly^ 
the Applicants respectfully submit that the rejections of the 



S.C. 102 aile unwarranted and should be 



lowever, tha 



rejected. claims 1-14 under 35 U.S.C, 102(b) 
by Johnson ^^SP 3,442,739). The Applicants 



tl' the Johnson reference does not 



describe each and every step or ei}.ement of amended base claims 7 

does not anticipate amended claims 7 and 14 



I 

Johnson reference discloses a fibrous wick, 
fibers is plilled through a hot sizing die 



heated to a temperature sufficient to melt the outermost nylon 



-8' 
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forming 



around 



fibers^ thereby 
form of a sheath 
column 4, lines 46-5C 

is applied to coat th|e sliver of ijfibers to facilitate sizing (see 
column 4, lines 54-56, 

blocking solution penetrates the |wick and is retained within the 
interior capillaries. 

The blocking solution therefore diffuses throughout the 

J, 

cross -section of the wick disclosed by Johnson - the blocking 



longitudinal peripherly 



addition^ the block:. 
capillaries of the 



action of ink in the 



obtainable only after 
a blocking solution'' 
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an amalgamated nylon-epoxy layer in the 
the interi-or porous structure thereof (see 
of Johnsoni's. Further, a blocking solution 



solution does not diffuse over a limited thickness of its 

, as recited in amended base claim 7. In 
ng solution|; does not plug the pores or 



naaterial to ilcreate a substantially airtight 



1. 



barrier^ as recited in amended diaim 7. Instead, the capillary 



«rick is improved by the blocking solution, as 



indicated by the passage "^^ within |a matter of minutes after ink is 

ii 

introduced to this wick (which has the blocking solution diffused 
over its complete cross-section) , ij! it exhibits a performance level 



several tioufrs usage by wicking made without 



(see column 5;^ lines 39-43^ of Johnson) 



Ice ' nei 



Because the Johnson ref erenpe • neither teaches nor suggests 
the steps of diffusing a sealing ^kth into the elongate element to 

1:1 
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fill {i.e./ to plug) ; the pores | aid capillaries of the rod over a 



limited thickness of 
amended base claim 7 



amended claim 7 and the claims 

: .1 

i ' ! 

amended base claim 3j4 similarly 



its longitiidinal periphery^ as recited in 

; I ! ' 

, the Johiisqb reference does not anticipate 
dependent therefrom • Because 
recites a writing implement in 



which pores or capillaries are 'blc;clced over a limited thiclmess at 



the longitudinal outer peripheryji 



also does not anticipate amended claim 14. Accordingly, the 
Applicants respectfully submit that these rejections of the claims 

i and should be withdrawn, 
is respectfully submitted that 
the present application is in ' |a ! ::ondition for allowance. Early 
and favorable action is respectfully requested. 



under 35 U.S.C: 102 aire unwarraiit 
In view of the foregoing," = it 



The Examiner is encouraged!: 



Attorney to discuss ahy matter tlha,^ would expedite allowance of 
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thereof, the Johnson reference 



to telephone the undersigned 
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the present application. 
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Respectfully- submitted^ 
JOSfi DUEZ ETI AL. 
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Attorney for Applicants 
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